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Welcome to 3rd Grade! We have 
lots of fun learning. We learn with 
a variety of methods such as 
hands-on, utilizing technology in a 
purposeful way, through play, 
small and whole group instruction, 
collaborative learning, and critical 
thinking. We work together to 
make sure that each of us are 
becoming the very best we can be. 
Together, we are growing closer to 
God. Inside this handbook, you will 
find all the information you need 
to help this year be a successful 
one! 
 

 



Contact Information 
To help your child be as successful as possible in third grade, a positive and 
collaborative relationship between the both of us is very important. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me with any concerns you may have.  
 

Mrs. Engemann can be contacted via: 

• email: hengemann@myjacs.org 
• classroom phone: (517) 782-2664 
• classroom website: www.mrsengemann.com 
• Send a note in your child’s folder. 
• a conference: We can schedule a conference that works for both of 

us 
 

A weekly newsletter will be emailed out each Monday and placed on the 
classroom website. Please refer to it for special events and other important 
information as the year goes on. If you would like a printed copy, please let 
me know. 
 

Your child will also be using an online portfolio during the school year using an 
app called Seesaw. You will be able to get a sneak peek into what your child is 
working on in our classroom and you will be able to comment on it as well as 
share it with family members. You can find our Seesaw by: 

1.  Go to https://app.seesaw.me/s/535-606-913 in any web browser. 

2. Choose your child from the class list and create an account. 

3. After you’ve been approved, you’ll get access to their journal.  

 

mailto:hengemann@myjacs.org
http://www.mrsengemann.com/
https://app.seesaw.me/s/535-606-913


Meet Mrs. Engemann 
Hello! I am your child’s teacher this year for third grade.  I have been teaching at 

Queen’s for nine years and this will be my third year in third grade. Before Queen’s, I 
taught a 3rd/4th split at Our Lady of Fatima.  I graduated from Grand Valley State 
University in 2008 with my Bachelor’s Degree and recently graduated from GVSU with 
my Master’s in Literacy and an Early Childhood endorsement.  

I am originally from Grand Rapids and came to Jackson for my first teaching job 
at Fatima.  I have been married to Scott Engemann for 10 years. You might recognize 
him as the drummer at 10:30 Sunday Mass. We have two children.  Austin is a seven-
year-old who will be attending 2nd grade here at Queen’s with Mrs. Walicki.  Curtis is four 
and is really excited to go to preschool with Mrs. Sharlow.  We sure are blessed and the 
boys keep us busy, but we are loving every minute. 

One of my biggest passions is teaching. I 
am constantly striving to make myself a 
better teacher for my students. I love 
learning new things to bring back to my 
classroom. I enjoyed the opportunity to 
learn many new things this summer. I am 
looking forward to working with your child 
this year in third grade. It will be a great 
year! 

 

 

Mrs. Engemann’s Favorites! 

Colors: teal blue and hot pink 

Book: I like many books! Current 
Favorite: Not Quite Narwhal by: Jessie 
Sima 

Animals: giraffe, sloths, penguin, and 
flamingo 

Sports: football and baseball 

Foods: Olive Garden Salads & 
breadsticks, French Dip Sandwiches, 
ice cream, and French Fries 

Hobbies: photography, reading, 
teaching, spending time with family & 
friends, watching Fixer Upper, and 
traveling 

Seasons: Summer and Fall 

Store: Target 

Places: Up North and my classroom 



Philosophy of Teaching Driving Instruction in 3rd Grade 
I am a firm believer that in order to help my students learn at their best, I 

need to keep learning and become a better teacher myself. I can do this by 
connecting with colleagues both in person and digitally from around the world. I will 
continue to attend conferences on best practices and choose topics that especially 
interest me on my own teaching journey. I will reflect each day and work 
proactively to make changes that make sense for my students and for our 
classroom.  

I will collect data that will drive my instruction. Every assessment I complete 
will have a purpose behind it. There will be formal assessments as well informal 
assessments. I will remember that these assessments will allow me to get to 
know each one of my students on an individual level. I will have student created 
goals in my classroom to have each child have ownership over their own learning. 
Together, we are partners and our goal is to simply improve from where we began. 
This data will be documented to show and celebrate growth.  

I will embrace curiosity in both my students and myself. I will encourage 
students to learn through play, working collaboratively to solve problems, and will 
not limit them to only my way of thinking. I will teach the curriculum with purpose 
and meaning to my students. This means getting to know my students on a 
personal level and creating lessons that will pique their interest as well as start a 
passion in their hearts for learning. I will integrate through the subjects whenever 
possible because connections are what helps students remember better. My 
classroom will be a place to encourage a growth mindset. It will be a place of 
comfort. Each child will have ownership and a voice about what happens within the 
four walls. 

Studies have shown that movement in the classroom has significant positive 
impacts on learning. Students create more connections within their brain when they 
can have a brain break or movement throughout their day. Our classroom offers a 
variety of ways for students to move while learning. We will be learning through 
Whole Brain Teaching, a research based system that utilizes all areas of the brain, 
keeping children engaged throughout their lessons, and helps them retain much 
more information than the standard lecture-discussion model. Whole Brain 
Teaching is a highly interactive form of instruction that delivers information to 
students in short “chunks.” Kids then teach what they have just learned to their 
partners, using hand-gestures to help remember specific vocabulary.   

Strong communication with families is another key element in my classroom. 
Using technology, students will share their proudest creations with their families, 
other students, and a broader audience from around the world. I will maintain a 
classroom website, which will host our newsletter and other important information 
for parents to be kept in the loop of our classroom. I will be available by open-door 



policy, email, or by a phone call. I will make a habit to connect with you in a positive 
fashion about your child instead of just when I have a problem. 

Technology is constantly changing. I will make sure my students are aware of 
how to navigate through technology in a safe way. Technology will be used for a 
specific purpose and to help engage learners. The main goal of technology in my 
classroom is for students to create something that shows what they have learned 
and to share it beyond the walls of my classroom. Even the youngest learners are 
capable of using technology to create something beautiful and meaningful to their 
learning journey. I will embrace technology. 

Another key piece in my classroom is my library. Building a strong love of reading 
means that I need many books to meet the needs of all of my learners. Often 
times, all it takes is one book to change a child from a nonreader to a reader. My 
library has a variety of genres, characters, and topics to entice each reader into 
loving reading.  

I do not take my job of shaping the future lightly. I will help my students 
prepare for their future by instilling key habits that will ensure their future 
success and helping each one reach their full potential. There are seven habits that 
we will discover this year. These include: being proactive, beginning with the end in 
mind, putting first things first, thinking win-win, seeking first to understand, 
synergize (working with others), and keeping yourself healthy. I will be a good role 
model in faith for my students as well not just in what I say or teach, but in my 
actions. I pray that your children see Jesus in me every day. 

The most important thing about my classroom is the love within the four walls. 
My students will know that I care about them and respect them through my 
actions. I will show genuine interest in not only their school lives, but their personal 
lives as well. This relationship will help create a safe classroom with students who 
are willing to respect their teacher and classmates, come to school ready to learn, 
and will encourage them to exceed their goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The ABCs of Third Grade: 

Assignment notebook: In third grade, your child will receive an assignment 

notebook where they will write down any homework assignments, upcoming 
tests, and other events. Please check this and sign nightly to stay up to date 
with what is happening in third grade. An assignment notebook without a 
signature will earn a mark off in third grade. 
Attendance: Much of our learning will take place together in class. We do lots 
of hands-on activities and group work. Attendance is vital to ensure that 
learning is happening! Please plan to attend school every day, on time, 
except in cases of illness or emergency. If your child will not be at school 
for any reason, please call the office. If you would like make up work, please 
let me know as soon as possible to ensure that I have enough time to get 
the work together. 

Behavior: We will work to be our best every single day! We have five rules in 

our classroom:  

1. Follow directions quickly (and quietly)  

2. Raise your hand for permission to speak  

3. Raise your hand for permission to leave your seat  

4. Make smart choices  

5. Keep your dear teacher and learning community happy (and I ALWAYS 
come to school happy so it’s very simple to keep me happy).  

The bonus rule is Keep your eyes on the Target, which means to keep our 
eyes and ears listening to whomever is talking. My motto for this year is 
learn like a champion! We have spent some time talking about how we can be 
champions this year in third grade. 

If your child receives a mark-off, a mark-off slip will be stapled to their 
assignment notebook. This mark-off slip will tell you the reason why the 
mark-off was received. In third grade, 10 mark-offs will earn an after-
school detention. 

Birthdays: We love celebrating birthdays in third grade! If you would like to 
bring a treat to school, please make sure it is easy to hand out, does not 
need refrigeration, and HEALTHY is always best. As a school, we would 
prefer not to have cupcakes or cake as a birthday treat. Please do not send 
invitations to a birthday party to school, unless inviting the entire class. This 
avoids hurt feelings! 



Communication: Please feel free to contact me by e-mail, send a message 

through the Seesaw app, or call me at school with questions or concerns. You 
can also send notes in your child’s folder. 

Dismissal: School ends at 3:10. You must send a note if your child is to go 

home a different way than his/her normal schedule. 

Emergencies: Please make sure we have the correct emergency numbers 

and information on file! 

Faith: Your child will grow in faith this year and hopefully you will grow in 

your faith as well. We will be learning about a saint a week so be sure to ask 
your child which saint we are learning about. 

Field Trips: Our class will be participating in field trips this year. If you would 
like to chaperone one of these trips, please let me know. Permission slips 
must be returned for your child to attend. 

Graded Work: All graded work will come home Friday in the corrections 

packet. Parents should work with their child on the corrections, sign the 
pack, and return to school on Monday. Please check PowerSchool weekly for 
an updated progress report on your child’s grade in all subjects. 

Grit: I have a saying that we often say in our classroom that goes like this: 
“We’ve got grit and we don’t ever quit.” This helps us with our growth 
mindset and to try to do hard things! 

Homework: Your child will have nightly homework Mondays through 

Thursdays. Homework should take about 30 minutes. It usually includes 
math and reading, but could include other subjects. It should come back to 
school the next day, in their Take Home folder. On Fridays, the pack will need 
to be corrected, signed, and returned on Monday. 

Important Information: If you have any important items like money or 

other info that needs to come to school, please send it in the section that is 
labeled “Money” in the take home folder. 

Job Well done: When your child has done a great job on a project or some 

other work in class, their work will be displayed proudly around the room and 
in the hallway. 



Kindness: Queen’s has zero tolerance for bullying. We will learn about being 

kind to others and ourselves every day during our class meeting. We will 
follow God’s commandments as well. We will also use the Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit to guide our behavior. We will work towards being a CHAMPION each 
day.  

Lunch: Our lunch time is from 12 to 12:45 p.m. If you come in during this 

time to pick your child up, be sure to sign your child out in the office! 

M AP testing: Your third grader will complete the NWEA Standardized MAP 

test in reading, language, and math. This test helps me know what your child 
knows and helps guide my instruction. It also shows growth. As the time 
gets closer, I will send home more information. 

Math: In third grade, we will have two different math classes available.  
Based on last year’s MAP scores, recommendations of your child’s second 
grade teacher, and a pretest for 3rd grade material, your child will be placed 
in the appropriate math class. One math class covers third grade standards 
and moves at a steady pace. This class will have Mrs. Stageman as a teacher. 
The other class covers both 3rd and 4th grade math standards and moves at 
a quicker pace. We will let you know soon as to which math class your child 
will be in this year. We also have Mrs. Okoniewski helping us with math on 
some days. 

Please work on math facts (reviewing addition/subtraction as well as 
multiplication and division) DAILY!!! In math, your child will receive whole 
group instruction, small group instruction, and be able to play fun and 
engaging math games. They won’t even realize that they are learning key 
concepts. 
Movement: Our classroom will allow for your child to move. Studies have 
shown that allowing students time to move throughout the day will help 
retain important information. I use Whole Brain Teaching in my classroom as 
well that ties in motions to what we are learning. Brain Breaks are also an 
important part to our day, which allows our brain to re-energize to keep 
learning.  

Newsletters: Newsletters will be emailed home each Monday. If you would 

like to receive a hard copy, please let me know. They will also be placed in 
Seesaw and on the class website. 



Outside: As weather permits, your child will go outside. Please dress them 

accordingly. 

Positive comments: I like to give my students positive comments when 

they do something right. You may get a note, an e-mail, or a call as well! 
Pack: A pack of your child’s papers will be sent home each Friday. Have your 
child correct any errors with a red pen or pencil. Please sign and return the 
pack to school on Monday. Your signature indicates to me that you have 
carefully reviewed and corrected the papers with your child. If there is a 
paper that you want to keep because it is an AWESOME paper, please feel 
free to do so. 

Parties: Twice a year, we have a classroom party. To help the room parents 
offset the cost of these parties, we ask each family to bring in $5. 

Prayer: Prayer is so important for all of us. It calms our soul and helps get 
us through any situation. We spend a lot of time at school praying, but I 
encourage you to pray with your child at home as well. Please add me to 
your prayer list this year for a great year. Thank you! 

Quality work: I always encourage children to do their best work! 
Questions? Just contact me. 

Reading: Students are expected to read at home every night for at least 15 

minutes, as part of their nightly homework. You reading to them is 
encouraged as well and can count as the 15 minutes. Listening to reading is 
also a very important part of becoming better readers.  Nightly reading will 
help them grow as readers. Reading will be a letter grade in third grade. 
During third grade, reading instruction includes small group guided reading 
lessons, whole group instruction, and individual student conferences on a 
weekly basis. Each week, students choose “good fit” books from our 
classroom library to read in class.  

Science and Social Studies: We will be learning many new things in science 

and social studies this year. I will be teaching your child both subjects this 
year instead of switching like in the previous year. We will be incorporating 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Art, Engineering, and Mathematics) into our 
classroom as well as Genius Hour (later in the year), which will allow your 
child to explore and expand on their interest as well as share with 
classmates. 



Seesaw App: Your child will be utilizing an online e-portfolio this year. You and 
other family members can comment on their work. It is a safe 
environment for students to keep their work and show their growth in third 
grade. You will also be able to send me a message directly from the app. 
News created by our class will be posted there as well. 

Student of the Week: For one week, your child will be the STAR. There will be 
fun activities and time for the class to get to know your child better. 

Supplies: Thank you for sending your child in with much needed supplies to 
start the year. Please be prepared to send in more as the year continues. 
Check in with your child regularly to see what needs to be replaced. 

	Tardies: You can start dropping off your child at 7:40 a.m. Please get to 

school by 8:00 a.m. when the bell rings. Your child will get a tardy if they 
arrive after 8:10 a.m. 

Technology: Your third grader will be using iPads, computers, and a SMART 
board to enhance their learning. We have access to 19 classroom iPads. I 
love using technology to keep your child engaged and excited about learning, 
as well as helping me with assessments. While using technology is important, 
I will have specific and authentic purposes for using the technology with 
your child, including allowing your child to create and connect to a wider 
audience. We will be using an online portfolio called Seesaw to show how 
much your child has grown in third grade.  

Unique: Each child is unique in their own way. I like to teach based on their 

individual learning styles and interests. We like to learn about what makes us 
different and unique. If you would like to share your family culture or 
heritage with our class, please contact me.  

Water bottles: If you would like, please send a water bottle to school 

with your child. Research has shown that staying hydrated throughout the 
day helps children retain what they have learned as well as keeps them 
awake. Water bottles are allowed in our classroom as long as it has a 
twist top to avoid spilling. Please label the water bottle with your child’s 
name. No flavored water, juice, or sports drink will be allowed. As a class, 
we will talk about the rules regarding water bottles. 
Website: Our website is updated on a regular basis. You can find it here: 
www.mrsengemann.com. 

Whole Brain Teaching: We will be using a research based system that utilizes 
all areas of the brain, keeps children engaged throughout their lessons, and 
helps them retain much more information than the standard lecture-

http://www.mrsengemann.com/


discussion model. Research shows that children retain more information 
when they have an opportunity to put it into their own words and use 
gestures to emphasize important information to remember …plus, it’s so 
much fun!  

XYZ 
I am eXcited to work with You and your child this year. Please make sure 
he/she gets plenty of Zzzzzz’s each night as I have exciting days planned 
for this year. 

Other Important Information in More Detail: 

The Take Home Folder 
The take home folder (black folder) will be a tool to help your child learn the 
important skill of organization and will be a communication device between 
home and school. Your child’s folder has several important features: 

•There are two pockets. The left one is marked Bring Back to School, which 
is where your child will place homework or other papers that need to come 
back to school with them. The right pocket is marked, Leave at Home, which 
is where papers will be placed that can be left at home and do not need to 
be returned. 

•The next thing you will find inside the folder is an important documents 
pouch where you can send important things to school! Please send all 
permission slips, lunch money, bus notes, book orders, or other important 
items in this pouch. The take home folder will help them get to school safely! 

•Spelling and vocabulary words are placed in the next page protector. These 
will help you study with your child at home. Tests are usually on Fridays over 
spelling and reading/vocabulary tests are usually on Thursdays. Since we use 
these folders for spelling and vocab activities in our classroom, please leave 
them in this folder. If you would like a set of words for your fridge or at 
home, I can make you a copy, just let me know! 



Student of the Week Information 
Your child will have a chance to be student of the week. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn about each other. They get special V.I.P 
treatment for the week. Here's the scoop on their special week: 
 
Monday--Sharing Day: Bring in the finished poster to share with the class 
today. You can bring in up to six photos to share as well. If you want, you 
may bring in any other special items you would like to share with our team 
to help get to know even more about you! 

Tuesday--Favorite Book Day: Bring in your favorite book to read aloud to the 
class. If you prefer, I can read it for you. 

Wednesday-- Your family will write a note telling all about how great you 
are or about a funny story that will be read to the class by Mrs. 
Engemann. 

Thursday—VIP treatment… you can choose where to sit and have a 
friend sit with you. You will also get to use fun writing utensils and some 
other fun surprises! 

Friday--Celebration Friday: Your class will give you a million reasons (or at 
least 18!) why they think you're an amazing kid! 

 

Specials Schedule: 
Monday: NONE 

Tuesday: Music 2-2:40 

Wednesday: Library/Computers 10:15-
11:35, Spanish 1:15-1:55 

Thursday: Gym 10:10-10:55 (Don’t 
forget gym shoes and gym clothes!), 
Art: 1:00-1:50 

Friday: Mass 9 a.m.  

 

 

 



Queen’s Grading Scale in 3rd Grade: 
Your child will get a letter grade in all main subjects this year. Religion, Art, 
Music, and Physical Education are rated by effort and skill level. You can 
check your child’s progress on PowerSchool, which will be updated on a 
weekly basis. The weekly pack will also be an indication of how your child is 
doing. If you have any concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Grading Scale: A=93-100, A-= 92, B+= 91, B= 83-90, B-=82, C+= 81, C= 
73-80, C-= 72, D+=71, D=63-70, D-=62, E=61 and below 

Effort Scale: 1= High, 2+= Average, 2= Average, 2-= Average, 3= Low 

Skills Scale: + = Very Good, S+ = Above Expectations, S = Meets 
Expectations,      S- = Below Expectations, N = Needs Improvement,            
U = Unsatisfactory,  - = Below Grade Level 

 

Subjects and How They are Graded: 
Math: This year we will be memorizing multiplication and division facts. Daily 
drill at home is expected. We will also continue to work hard on addition and 
subtraction facts. Timed quizzed over facts will be given several times a 
week. Check out www.coolmath.com or www.multiplication.com for fun ways 
to practice. The math grade consists of the following: 
Quizzes: 25% (usually 2 to 3 per unit) 
Tests: 45% (one at the end of a unit) 
Homework: 15% (nightly math sheet) 
Daily Work: 15% (math notebook, completed in-class work, other in class 
assignments/projects) 
 

Reading: In third grade, there will be a book report to complete each 
quarter. The books read should be appropriate to their level. We will be 
learning more strategies to help us become successful readers. The 
following is how your child will be graded: 
 
Quizzes: 25% 
Tests: 40%  
Daily Work: 15%  
Projects: 20% 
 
 
 

http://www.coolmath.com/
http://www.multiplication.com/


English: Grammar and writing are the components of the English grade. 
Your child will be creating several writing pieces from a variety of genres. 
Grammar will be embedded in writing workshop lessons. Your child’s letter 
grade will consist of the following: 
 
Quizzes: 20% 
Tests: 40% 
Writer’s Notebook/Daily Work:25% 
Projects/Final Writings (based on rubric):15% 
 

Spelling: Each Friday, there will be a spelling test. The test will include 
words that follow a pattern that will be practiced throughout the week. It 
will also include several sentences that are dictated to your child. Please 
encourage your child to study before the tests are given. Check out 
spellingcity.com each week for our spelling words and activities. The lists will 
also be included in the Take-Home folder. 
 
Tests: 45% 
Dictation Sentences: 45% 
Daily Work: 10% 
 

Science: Using the Next Generation Science standards, your child will be 
given the opportunity to explore many different topics. Each unit will include 
hands-on learning opportunities, quizzes to monitor understanding, creating 
notes to follow the text book and/or other articles, and a final test. Final 
grades will consist of the following: 
 
Quizzes: 20% 
Tests: 40% 
Science Notebook/Daily Work: 10% 
Lab Participation:20% 
Projects: 10% 
 

Social Studies: Your child will be learning about Michigan history up until 
statehood this year. We have a lot of fun learning about our state, especially 
learning about the pioneers. Your child’s grade will consist of: 
 
Quizzes: 25% 
Tests: 45% 
Daily Work: 15%  
Projects: 15% 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Resources to Help Your Child in Third grade: 

Math:  

This is a website that offers games that review many math 
skills learned in third grade. URL: https://www.ixl.com/math/grade-3  

 

Sumdog: A fun way to practice math skills. 
https://www.sumdog.com/sch/qmms  

We recently got a membership with 
Freckle. More information and login 
information with come home 
shortly.  

Other Math Activities: 

• Go to a baseball game and keep track of strikes, balls, and outs every 
batter/inning. 

• Bake or cook something together.  This fun activity includes skills in 
measuring, fractions, correct temperature, and time. When you are 
finished learning, you will have a tasty reward to enjoy! 

• Take your child shopping.  They can help you make a grocery list.  Talk 
about sales and how much of savings it would be.  How much change 
should you get back.   

• Travel Fun- Use the numbers on the license plates to add and 
subtract.  Your child can also guess how long it will take to get 
somewhere and see how close the guess was. 

• Build something together.  Whether it is a tree house, a bird house, or 
just some extra wood and nails, get out the tools!  They can measure 
and figure out how much wood would be needed for a certain area. 

• Plant a garden.  Have your child help you figure out how far apart the 
rows need to be, or how deep a seed needs to go.  This brings in 
measurement skills. 

• Take a walk or a bike ride around the neighborhood and try to notice 
different shapes and patterns that you see in nature. 

 

https://www.ixl.com/math/grade-3
https://www.sumdog.com/sch/qmms


Reading:  

  This website includes a variety of 
different books read by actors.  URL: http://www.storylineonline.net/ 

This website had games, science experiments, as well 
as stories to read and enjoy! URL: https://www.highlightskids.com/ 

This website has many e-books for a variety of 
different levels. This is free and what is so great is that every book your 

child reads, a book gets donated to a child in need.  URL: 
http://www.wegivebooks.org/books 

This website is a fun poetry website where your 
child can read and rate funny poetry! URL: http://www.gigglepoetry.com/ 

This is a fun website with graphic novels to read.  Graphic 
novels may not seem like reading, but it is!  There are not only words to pay 
attention to, but the graphics as well.  This is great practice for using reading 

strategies. URL: 
http://www.professorgarfield.org/toon_book_reader/index.html 

This website has book reviews, all 
about the author pages, contests and more!  URL: 

http://www.kidsreads.com/ 

This website allows your child to share their 
review of any book that they have read in a safe 

online community.  This is also where your child can 
get recommendations for books to read from kids 

around the world.  This gives reading a real 
purpose for your child.  URL: 

https://www.biblionasium.com/ 

http://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.highlightskids.com/
http://www.wegivebooks.org/books
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
http://www.professorgarfield.org/toon_book_reader/index.html
http://www.kidsreads.com/
https://www.biblionasium.com/


Other Reading Ideas: 

• Visit the local library.   

• Be sure your child reads at least 15 minutes a day. Let them choose 
the book that they want to read.  Choice is key when creating lifelong 
readers.   

• Read to your child! Changing your voice for different characters and 
increasing your volume during exciting parts are a few ways to keep 
your child engaged. 

• Read with your child. Explore different and new genres together.  

• Read for different purposes.  Reading directions for a recipe or 
directions for assembling a toy are fun ways to incorporate reading 
into everyday activities. 

• Play games with words.  Commercial games like Apples to Apples 
improves vocabulary.  You can easily turn a game of hopscotch or 4 
square into a game that incorporates spelling. 

• If you have Twitter, follow what fellow students and teachers are 
reading daily by using the hashtag: #classroombookaday You can check 
out ours on Twitter @mrsengemann 

• READ, READ, READ!!! How many books will you read this year?   

Don’t forget to talk about the books once you or your child has finished 
reading. 

• Who was the book about? 

• What happened in the book? 

• How did they solve the problem in the book? 

• What would you have done? 

Writing: 
Here are some fun ways to help your child love writing: 

• Let your child help write out grocery and to do lists it will give them 
good practice writing new words and using listen skills. 

• Write words or a poem with sidewalk chalk. 
• Write words on marker boards, chalkboards, or magna-doodles. 
• Write notes and letters to friends and family.    

 



Science/Social Studies: 
• Encourage your child to explore the website: www.wonderopolis.org to 

find out interesting facts about a variety of topics that your child may 
wonder about. There is a different wonder daily as well. 

Want to Connect with Our Class? 
• We would love to have you come in and share about your career, 

culture, family history, special talent, or something else you would like 
to share with your child’s class. In March, you will have the chance to 
be a mystery reader to help share your love of reading. Please contact 
me if you would like further information. 

• Please join us on a field trip if you are able! In third grade, we attend 
several field trips including the big one at the end of the year… Pioneer 
Day! Information and dates will be emailed out prior to any field trip. 

• I am also looking to partner with several parents to help with literacy 
and math centers. You would help run a center or game that would be 
a review for the students. I have found that centers work best when 
I can have another adult in the room to help guide students. If this is 
something that could work into your schedule, please let me know! 

*Queen’s School does require all parents, guardians, or other family 
members who are interested in working with students complete a child 
safety class called Virtus. If you have not taken this class, please contact 
Mrs. Hartley and she will give you information on when and where you can 
take this class. It is often offered online and you only have to complete the 
class once. 

• Can’t make it in person to share your knowledge with our class, but are 
still interested? Try skyping with us or using a web cam. We can work 
with your schedule and the technology can connect us even when you 
are far away. 

• Want to experience a field trip, but cannot attend? Check out our 
child’s Seesaw. Please post comments that our students can respond 
to. Please know that any positive comment can really make a child’s 
day. Don’t forget to keep it appropriate and positive for the third 
graders. Also, you can comment on other children’s posts besides your 
child. Thank you! 

• Can’t help with centers? I could always use help cutting out game 
pieces or even trying games out with your child at home before using 
them in the classroom. I would love feedback on how the game went 
and what could change that would make it better. 

http://www.wonderopolis.org/


I am flexible and want to make it as easy as possible for you to feel 
involved in our classroom. I value what you have to offer our class. Please 
let me know if you have any other ways to connect with us and we will try 
and make it work. 

Thank you so much for entrusting your child to me for their third-grade 
year. We will have a great year discovering many new things while working 
hard and encouraging each other to do our best.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Here’s to a GREAT year!  
 

~Mrs. Engemann 


